
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H16929 December 19, 2007 
all citizens, can experience the history 
of the founding of our great Nation. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF REUBEN 
WHEATLEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Again, 
Madam Speaker, it is a privilege to be 
speaking to my colleagues as you pre-
side over this Chamber, and we thank 
you for your leadership. 

I am privileged this evening to be 
able to stand on the floor of the House 
and salute a very dear friend, a friend 
who will commemorate and celebrate 
for his homegoing ceremony on this 
coming Friday, December 21, 2007. We 
will lay this battle-worn warrior, this 
friendly and wonderful public servant, 
Reuben Wheatley, to rest. I stand here 
as a longstanding friend, as a grateful 
member of his community, for all that 
he did to promote equality and justice 
and freedom. 

Yes, Reuben Wheatley, born Sep-
tember 15, 1921 was, in fact, a member 
of the movement both in terms of cre-
ating opportunities for those of African 
American heritage and others and as 
well in fighting for the working men 
and women of America. 

He was the proud son of Fifth Ward. 
Yes, that is in Houston, Texas, but ev-
erybody knows there is something 
called proudly Fifth Ward, Texas. Edu-
cated in the Houston Independent 
School District, and certainly when-
ever you would see Reuben, he would 
talk about his beloved Wheatley High 
School, Phyllis Wheatley High School, 
and he was an all-star member of the 
track team, the football team and the 
basketball team. And he was quick, 
regal, tall and quick. They called him 
‘‘Rabbit.’’ He joined the church at the 
Sloan Memorial United Methodist 
Church, a church still standing proudly 
in Fifth Ward. 

But yet as this young man grew, he 
loved this Nation. And in 1941 he heed-
ed the call of this Nation, the need of 
this Nation and went to war, World 
War II. He participated in the Euro-
pean Theater of Operations and was 
honorably discharged by the United 
States Army as master sergeant. He 
had the good sense, if you will, when he 
returned to marry Helen McCree his 
high school sweetheart, on November 
18, 1945. 

How grateful we are that he was one 
of the returning heroes, that as he bat-
tled in World War II, he lived to be able 
to enjoy the partnership, friendship 
and love of Helen McCree, now his wife, 
Helen Wheatley. 

His father was a longshoreman, and 
in those days, the union and working 
for the union and working for the long-
shoremen, that was a job for African 
Americans that was a legacy, an oppor-
tunity, a step up. And so when he came 
back from the war, he joined in the 
footsteps of his father and became a 

member of the International Long-
shoremen’s Association, Local Number 
872. 

And boy, did he become a member, 
and did he not serve. Reuben Wheatley 
had his hands on the pulse of the com-
munity. He understood the importance 
and the necessity of empowerment of 
minorities. He was one of the cham-
pions of the election of the Honorable 
Barbara Jordan. Almost every elected 
person that could come out of Fifth 
Ward, Reuben Wheatley was there. He 
was there for Mickey Leland. And I am 
so grateful that he stretched his arms 
to be there for SHEILA JACKSON-LEE. As 
I ran for judge and city council, he saw 
in me something worth investing in. 

Thank you, Reuben, and thank you 
to your wonderful family, your daugh-
ters, who you love so dearly, one in 
particular was named the name that I 
have, Sheila. And she, of course, along 
with her siblings were stars, and they 
were that because of Reuben and his 
wife Helen. 

And so I am here today to thank you, 
Reuben, for now you fly where the an-
gels fly. Thank you, Reuben, for being 
regal and tall. Thank you for smiling. 
Thank you for loving. Thank you for 
being that star at Wheatley so that 
your classmates can enjoy talking 
about your exploits on the football 
field, the basketball court, and the 
track, and yes, to remember that 
friendly name, ‘‘Rabbit.’’ 

Thank you for your faith and your 
commitment to your country. Thank 
you for your commitment, again, to 
family. Houston, Texas, the State of 
Texas and certainly our Nation is bet-
ter because you yet lived. On Friday, it 
will be a celebration. Although tears 
will fall, we will be so grateful to con-
tinue to see you even as I speak, walk-
ing lightly in front of us. 

Madam Speaker, it is certainly great 
to be able to say tonight, ‘‘Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant.’’ And 
that is what we say to Reuben 
Wheatley as he is laid to rest. We cele-
brate him and congratulate his life. 
God bless the family, and God bless 
him as he rests. 

CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION IN MEMORY OF 
REUBEN WHEATLEY 

Whereas, on September 15, 1921, God 
blessed Emory McMillan, Sr and Creola Boyd 
Wheatley with the birth of their son, Reu-
ben; and 

Whereas, as a proud son of the Fifth Ward, 
Texas Wheatley clan, Reuben was educated 
in the Houston Independent School District. 
At his beloved Phillis Wheatley High School, 
he excelled in football, basketball, and track 
and field earning the nickname ‘‘Rabbit’’; 
and 

Whereas, Reuben was presented to Christ 
by his parents at Sloan Memorial United 
Methodist Church. He later joined his bride 
at Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church and subsequently, both as faithful 
servants of the Lord, joined Brentwood Bap-
tist Church; and 

Whereas, in 1941, Reuben honored the call 
to serve his country during World War II. He 
participated in the European Theater of Op-
erations and was honorably discharged from 
the United States Army as Master Sergeant. 

Upon his return from the service in 1945, 
Reuben married Helen McCree, his high 
school sweetheart, on November 18th; and 

Whereas, in 1946, Reuben began his career 
along the shore working on the Houston 
docks where his father had worked since 
1921. He was a member of International 
Longshoremen’s Association, Local #872; and 

Whereas, he served his home local as 
Trustee, Recording Secretary and Business 
Agent before being elected President in 1971. 
In 1975, he became Executive Vice President 
of the South Atlantic and Gulf Coast Dis-
trict of the ILA; and 

Whereas, he served as an active board 
member of Family Services of Greater Hous-
ton and an avid financial supporter of the 
United Negro College Fund; and 

Whereas, Reuben was deeply committed to 
his community and his civic involvement re-
flected his concerns; and 

Whereas, the memory of Reuben Wheatley 
will forever be in our hearts and minds as we 
go forth to celebrate his life today; and now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That on behalf of the constitu-
ents of the Eighteenth Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, Reuben Wheatley will be re-
membered for his devotion to his family, his 
community service, and his passion for 
music. His life will serve as an example to all 
of us to continue his legacy to serve others. 
His death is a great loss to us, but we know 
that his work on Earth is finished, and we 
believe the Master will say, ‘‘Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant, enter. . . .’’ 

f 

A NEW DEBATE REGARDING LIB-
ERTY, SOVEREIGNTY AND PROS-
PERITY OF THE AMERICAN PEO-
PLE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, I 
know that it is getting close to closing 
time, and I am in the unenviable posi-
tion of being between so many good 
people and the door, so I will try to 
make sure that I give a truncated 
version of my simple desultory phi-
lippic to my constituents. 

We in Congress are charged with the 
sacred duty of heeding and serving our 
constituents’ aspirations and address-
ing their tribulations. We also have the 
responsibility of offering them a na-
tional vision and purpose and, most im-
portantly, of putting them first in pol-
icymaking, which is why I have risen 
today to again lay before my constitu-
ents what I believe to be the four great 
generational challenges facing the 
United States of America. 

Like the Greatest Generation, we 
face four challenges. The Greatest Gen-
eration, due to the rise of industrializa-
tion, faced social, economic and polit-
ical turmoil. They faced a world war 
for freedom against an abjectly evil 
enemy. They faced the rise of the So-
viet superstate as a rival model of gov-
ernance and strategic threat, and they 
faced the moral question of whether 
the constitutional rights of all Ameri-
cans applied equally regardless of race. 

This generation of Americans in the 
age of globalization faces social, polit-
ical and economic turmoil. We face a 
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world war for freedom against an in-
trinsically evil enemy. We face the rise 
of the Communist Chinese superstate 
as a rival model of governance and 
strategic threat, and we face the ques-
tion of whether moral relativism will 
erode the foundations of a Nation built 
upon self-evident truths. 

The Greatest Generation faced their 
challenges consecutively. This genera-
tion of Americans faces their chal-
lenges simultaneously. In the past 
year, this Congress, sometimes to-
gether, sometimes not, have striven to 
address some of these challenges, and I 
would like to quickly go through a cou-
ple of them. 

In the area of globalization’s eco-
nomic, social and political upheavals, 
we have seen a continued emphasis on 
the role of the centralized Federal Gov-
ernment. This is done through tax-
ation, increases in taxation and in-
creases in spending. It is my belief that 
if we continue to build the monument 
to Big Government on the backs of the 
American taxpayer, we will exacerbate 
the economic and social turmoil, and, 
yes, political turmoil that they are ex-
periencing. I believe what we need to 
do is go back to the fundamental con-
cept and change the debate. 

The debate about people’s money 
staying in their pockets and about the 
government spending people’s money, 
which was taken from their pockets, 
should be this: We must stop discussing 
how quickly government spending 
grows and start getting back to talking 
about how quickly government spend-
ing is reduced, because this directly af-
fects the liberty, sovereignty and pros-
perity of the American people. 

b 1830 
And, at least in my District, they 

feel they are in short supply of their 
own money and don’t believe the Fed-
eral Government needs to take more 
from them. 

In the war for freedom, we have seen 
a change of course in Iraq. It has been 
contentious and it has been difficult on 
the political level here in Washington. 
But, fortunately, progress in Iraq and 
with our troops is occurring. There is a 
long way to go, as we know from the 
fact that so many of our friends and 
family members that are serving in the 
military are not home with us for this 
holiday Christmas season. 

But what we have seen, and I want to 
explain it again, is a fundamental 
change of course in this sense. The past 
mistakes of the reconstruction effort 
were based upon the imposition of a 
system, a system of governance and a 
system that was perceived to lead to 
prosperity. What is now being done, 
which is much more important and is a 
lesson for future generations of Amer-
ican policymakers, is that democracy 
cannot be imposed, liberty can be un-
leashed. When liberty is unleashed, 
when a people finally breathe free, as 
General Petraeus’ plan recognizes, we 
must help them fashion their rep-
resentative institutions in their own 
way. 

In Iraq, this is being seen through 
local reconciliation, where you’re be-
ginning to see people who are finally 
out from underneath the oppressive 
Saddam Hussein regime and starting to 
come out from the oppressive reign of 
terror of al Qaeda and other murderers 
in the country who would take it back 
to a time when the government ruled 
through the bullet rather than through 
the ballot. 

What we are seeing is them working 
with tribal leaders, religious leaders, 
pillars of order in their community, to 
begin to reconcile themselves to each 
other, to begin to recognize the future 
that they may have if they remain free 
and resolute in the face of evil. And 
you are beginning to see this national 
reconciliation lead to the reduction of 
violence in Iraq, and you will continue 
to see it if we remain courageous and 
remain prudent in our policies. You 
will continue to see this grow and 
evolve into a national reconciliation 
process. Again, this will not happen 
overnight, but at least this has oc-
curred. 

Unfortunately, in my mind, on the 
third great generational challenge we 
face, which is Communist China’s rise 
as a strategic threat and rival model of 
governance, the administration and 
this Congress have largely continued 
their policy of unconditional engage-
ment. I think the American people are 
much further ahead of policymakers in 
this instance. 

As we have recently seen from the 
U.S.-China Economic Security Review 
Commission’s report, people who are 
worried about dangerous imported 
products from Communist China 
should be. According to the Economic 
Security Review Commission’s report, 
because of the closed system of the 
communist government in China, it is 
impossible or extremely difficult with 
any certainty to determine what prod-
ucts are defective or not before they 
arrive, and it is going to be increas-
ingly difficult as time goes on as the 
regime consolidates its hold, which 
means that there is no simple resolu-
tion to the issue. We are trying to 
allow imports from Communist China 
to come in by spending more American 
taxpayer moneys on customs or inspec-
tions to allow these products to come 
in, because we will never know with 
certainty whether they are defective or 
not because, again, the closed nature of 
the Communist Chinese regime. 

We have also seen in the area of na-
tional security repeated attacks by the 
People’s Liberation Army through at-
tacks on America’s existing computer 
networks, both in industry and finan-
cial services, and in the United States 
Government itself. For example, what 
the Communist Chinese Government 
likes to do is set up front companies 
for people who are former members of 
the People’s Liberation Army, and in 
this instance, we use the name Huawei, 
that is what it is called, which is try-
ing to purchase a major U.S. supplier 
of cyberdefense technologies. 

Now, this is still, at my last under-
standing, pending in front of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the 
United States, despite the fact that our 
own Office for National Intelligence 
has told us this is a strategic threat to 
the United States. Now, how is this oc-
curring? This is occurring because peo-
ple wish to refuse to believe that the 
Communist Chinese Government is en-
gaged in massive espionage against the 
United States of America, both in 
terms of our private sector and in 
terms of our public sector, i.e., our 
Pentagon as being one prime example. 

The reason that Americans or their 
policymakers are so loath to recognize 
this fact is because there is not a whole 
lot of support to be anticommunist 
anywhere, except from the American 
people. Well, I prefer to have that sup-
port than any kind of political or eco-
nomic elite’s momentary approbation. 
In fact, it was the Economic Security 
Commission’s report that actually 
steeled my convictions and helped me 
with this, because we were now able to 
tell people that according to the Eco-
nomic Security Review Commission, 
Communist China’s espionage against 
the United States firms and our gov-
ernmental entities is likely the num-
ber one strategic threat that we are 
facing at the present time. 

So we will continue to work and push 
on this, not only because this is a stra-
tegic threat to us, but also, more im-
portantly, the second part of the equa-
tion. Communist China is presenting 
itself to the world as a rival model of 
governance to Western democracies. 
The fundamental tenet of the Com-
munist Chinese approach is this: That 
liberty is a danger to their people’s 
prosperity and security. I am going to 
repeat this. The Communist Chinese 
Government believes that its own peo-
ple’s liberty are a danger, a danger to 
their stability and prosperity. 

This is a direct contradiction to what 
we believe here in America and in the 
free world is that people’s liberty leads 
to a nation’s stability and prosperity. 
The reason this is dangerous is we need 
not look any further than Time Maga-
zine’s current Man of the Year to see 
that this school of thought, this neo- 
communism has advocates amongst 
people who were former communists, 
such as the former President of Russia, 
Lieutenant Colonel Retired Vladimir 
Putin. 

As we watch Russia slide from the 
first steps in democracy back towards 
autocracy, it is Putin who is telling his 
people that their liberty stopped their 
prosperity and stability under the 
Yeltsin years, and if they just cede 
more liberty, they will again have sta-
bility and they will finally have pros-
perity. 

Other tyrants throughout the world 
are watching this, from Chavez in Ven-
ezuela to Castro in Cuba, who is still 
clinging to power, and they are watch-
ing to see in the coming years, in the 
coming decades, what will be the pre-
ferred model of governance in the 
world. 
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Now, we know what the dictators 

would like. We know what all those 
who would subjugate their fellow 
human beings beneath their ideological 
bents would prefer to see. They would 
prefer to see liberty considered a dan-
ger, a threat, to humanity’s stability 
and prosperity. 

We will find them continuing to echo 
the siren song that we hear from people 
in Beijing and Moscow and elsewhere 
that echoes the words that we heard 
from Dostoevsky’s Grand Inquisitor, 
‘‘Give them miracle, mystery and au-
thority, but above all, give them 
bread.’’ 

It is a materialist philosophy, it is a 
cynical philosophy, it is a 
neocommunist philosophy which we in 
the United States and the free world 
must reject. We must again reassert 
the primacy of liberty to all human 
beings as their divine right endowed to 
them by their creator and that the 
view of our free people that the future 
belongs to free nations, remains intact, 
not only for ourselves, but for all those 
who are oppressed and yearning to 
breathe free. 

In the fourth area, the question of 
moral relativism eroding our 
foundational truth, we see this every 
day. We see this every day in the areas 
of faith, family, community and coun-
try. This Congress needs to do more to 
help reaffirm the historic role and the 
critical role that it currently plays, 
that faith currently plays in the lives 
of the American people and in the life 
and perpetuation of the American Re-
public. 

Fortunately, Congressman RANDY 
FORBES, I believe, is going to be intro-
ducing a resolution to do just this, and 
to remind people that the constitu-
tional right under the first amendment 
is to the free exercise of free religion. 
It is not for the freedom from religion. 
It is not for the excoriation of religion 
and faith from the public square. 

In the area of family, we continue to 
see erosions by the State upon the par-
ents’ sovereign and I believe inviolable 
powers to impart their moral teachings 
to their children. We have seen this in 
Maine, where the situation was pre-
sented to parents where if you did not 
want your child to get birth control 
under the school medical program, 
then your child would get no health 
care at all. 

This is a diabolical dilemma pre-
sented to parents, and there are some 
that are occurring throughout the 
country in various locales that are un-
reported, and this must stop. A par-
ent’s right to raise their child and im-
part their moral teachings to them, the 
inviability of the parental family 
structure, of the parent-child relation-
ship, must be respected by this govern-
ment, must be respected by all govern-
ments, and we must take appropriate 
steps to see that that continues. 

In the area of community, we must 
do more to ensure that the voluntary 
mediating institutions, nongovern-
mental institutions, remain intact as a 

buffer between the sovereign American 
people and their subservient govern-
ment. 

What de Tocqueville saw when he 
went through the United States of 
America and what he expressed to us 
must always be remembered, that the 
true strength of America lies in its vol-
untary associations and its individual 
senses of community, which then grow 
upward into the grand Republic which 
we now have inherited. 

If the government goes out of its way 
to continue to make it difficult for 
people to join volunteer associations or 
begins to let it be known or to subtly 
or directly try to coerce volunteer as-
sociations as the Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts, or such as Rotaries, Kiwanises 
and Chambers of Commerce, or, yes, 
labor unions, if these voluntary asso-
ciations are infringed or encroached or 
eclipsed by the Federal Government, 
we are going to continue to see an 
atomization of individuals from their 
sense of community and we will con-
tinue to see a devolution of the true 
public purpose that is expressed by 
citizens in our Republic even today. 

Finally, in the area of country, cer-
tainly we must do more to remind 
Americans not only of their civic 
rights and duties as citizens of the 
United States, but also the history of 
the United States. How can any indi-
vidual citizen who is unaware of their 
rights, who is unaware of their duties, 
who is unaware of how a bill becomes 
law, how a constitutional amendment 
is adopted, how Congress spends money 
or who has the power of the purse, if 
they do not understand this, if they do 
not understand the history of their 
country, where we have been, where we 
are going, where we hope to, then they 
will be like lambs led before the shep-
herd of big government, because they 
will not know how to think for them-
selves in relation to government nor 
how to defend themselves from govern-
ment actions and policies when nec-
essary. This fourth area we must not 
overlook, because in many ways it is 
one of the most critical. 

That is why when in facing these 
challenges, I believe it is important 
that we remember our shared Amer-
ican philosophical heritage, which is 
this: Men and women are transcendent 
children of God, equally endowed by 
their creator with inalienable rights. 

Secondly, government was instituted 
to defend citizens’ inalienable rights 
and to facilitate citizens’ pursuit of 
good and true happiness. 

Third, over the generations, divine 
providence has established and re-
vealed through tradition, prescriptive 
rights and custom within communities, 
how order, justice and freedom, each 
essential, coequal and mutually rein-
forcing, are best arranged and nurtured 
for humanity to pursue the good and 
true happiness. 

Finally, human happiness is endan-
gered by every political ideology, for 
each is premised upon abstract ideas. 
Each claims a superior insight into 

human nature not revealed through 
historical experience, each proffers a 
secular utopia unattainable by an im-
perfect humanity, and each demands 
an omnipotent centralized government 
to forcefully impose its vision upon an 
unenlightened and unwilling popu-
lation. 

This is a shared heritage that tran-
scends simply Republicanism or 
Democratism, for this is what was in 
the seminal documents of our Nation 
and this is what our Founders set out 
to do. It is from this shared philo-
sophical tradition that we have been 
able to see in the United States the 
creation and perpetuation, even up to 
our generation, of American excel-
lence. 

Now, American excellence has a foun-
dation and four cornerstones. Each of 
these is mutually reinforcing. Ameri-
cans understand that our excellence is 
built upon a foundation of liberty, and 
the four cornerstones are sovereignty, 
security, prosperity and truth. 

b 1845 

If we think about them individually, 
it becomes much more clear. Your lib-
erty comes from God, not the govern-
ment. Your sovereignty is in your soul, 
not in the soil. Your security comes 
not from the thin hopes of appease-
ment, your security comes from our 
collective love of liberty and from the 
courage of our fellow citizen soldiers 
who defend us in hours of maximum 
danger. Our prosperity comes from the 
innovation and perspiration of free peo-
ple engaged in free enterprise, not from 
the growth of a government or from 
centralized planning or from higher 
taxes or from increased government 
spending. And, finally, our truths are 
communal. They have preserved over 
time. They have been perpetuated by 
families and institutions of faith and 
voluntary associations, and we revere 
them every day by voluntarily cele-
brating a culture of life. 

This is what American 
exceptionalism is supported by. If we 
turn our back on that concept, then 
America is no longer an excellent Na-
tion. If we go back and try to deter-
mine that somehow America exists to 
emulate other nations rather than 
America existing to inspire the world, 
we will be cheating our future genera-
tions of Americans of the legacy which 
we ourselves have inherited and which 
we ourselves so enjoy. 

It seems to me that in this period of 
time that is very difficult, we must 
also make sure that we remember to 
have two goals as elected officials in 
this Congress. I think that the first 
goal we should have is to prevent the 
centralized Federal Government from 
growing ever larger and unaccountable 
by taking citizens’ liberty and pros-
perity. And that is what happens 
through taxing and spending powers. 
And we must also reduce and decen-
tralize the Federal Government and 
empower Americans to exercise their 
inherited and inalienable rights within 
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a culture of faith, family, community, 
and country. 

To obtain these goals, I believe that 
we must take the following critical 
steps: One, we must empower the sov-
ereign American people to protect and 
promote their God-given and constitu-
tionally recognized and protected 
rights. All policies that we pursue 
should promote the decentralization of 
Federal governmental powers to the 
American people or to their most ap-
propriate and closest unit of govern-
ment. I believe we must also defend 
Americans’ enduring moral order of 
faith, family, community, and country 
from all enemies. We must foster a dy-
namic market of entrepreneurial op-
portunity for all Americans. And we 
must honor and nurture humanity of 
scale and Americans’ relations and en-
deavors. 

This last point I would like to em-
phasize a little more directly. In the 
age of globalization, much like the age 
of industrialization, average Ameri-
cans often felt that so many things 
were occurring to them outside of their 
control that they felt almost impotent 
in the face of the major changes that 
were occurring to them and radically 
altering their traditional way of life 
and their livelihoods. Fortunately, in 
the age of industrialization, Presidents 
with vision from Theodore Roosevelt to 
Franklin Roosevelt were able to help 
Americans through that trans-
formational time. 

We too must have such sagacity, be-
cause we too must recognize that in 
the age of globalization Americans of-
tentimes feel powerless against many 
of the forces that are shaping and radi-
cally altering their lives. And they 
look to the Federal Government, their 
duly elected servants, to try to help 
make sense of it, to try to help allevi-
ate their sense of danger. And we must 
do this. We must do this with empathy, 
we must do this with creativity, we 
must do it with integrity. For to sim-
ply deny it does not exist or to simply 
say that somehow there are these me-
chanical determinative forces out 
there that no one can control such as 
globalization is not to do the American 
people justice, it is not to do ourselves 

any honor, or to provide to ourselves 
any honor in their service. 

We can impact decisions that are the 
result of human decisions. 
Globalization is not a deterministic, 
mechanistic force, much as Engels and 
Marx said communism was and much 
as many of the globalists today say 
free trade is or any other economic de-
terminative. This is not outside of peo-
ple’s control. People can still think 
their way through it. They can make 
sound policies within your Federal 
Government, with your help. And we 
can try to get through this difficult 
time with as little social, economic 
and political turmoil as we can. Or, in-
stead, we can turn a blind eye to it, and 
we can watch as people continue to suf-
fer many of the effects of globalization 
which could be ameliorated and which 
must be ameliorated. 

Madam Speaker, I know the hour is 
late so I will not dawdle much longer. 
But I just want to say that while we 
have come to find ourselves in a global 
age, it is a perilous global age, but it is 
not a global age without hope. We are 
not the first generation of Americans; 
we are not the first people on this 
earth to face momentous challenges. 
And I believe that, like our fellow 
Americans before us and so many 
Americans, we will meet these chal-
lenges and we will transcend them. I 
believe we will preserve American ex-
cellence. I believe we will promote and 
defend the institutions of faith, family, 
community, and country against all 
enemies. And I believe that one day fu-
ture generations of Americans will 
look back and say, well, they argued a 
lot; but they had a lot to argue about, 
but in the end they managed to get it 
right and we remain a free people. And 
I believe that the United States of 
America then, to the rest of the world, 
will be an inspiration to them for all 
the oppressed, for all those who yearn 
to breathe free, and that they will 
never lose hope that some day they, 
too, will enjoy in their own homes 
what we enjoy in ours. 

Again, it will not be easy, it will not 
be immediate, but it will be done. We 
will preserve our shared heritage of 
freedom, and we will ensure that the 
permanent things amidst our ephem-

eral existence are preserved for future 
generations to come, because it is im-
perative that we make sure that things 
such as love, truth, beauty, justice, and 
honor remain because they surpasseth 
all politics and they give meaning to 
our somewhat troubled and yet ulti-
mately majestic existence. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to con-
clude my remarks by expressing my 
personal and my constituents’ sincere 
appreciation and heartfelt prayers for 
the men and women who are serving 
the cause of freedom overseas in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and elsewhere 
throughout the world, as well as ex-
tending them to their families. May 
God continue to bless them and all of 
the majestic American people. 
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REVISIONS TO THE ALLOCATIONS 
AND BUDGETARY AGGREGATES 
ESTABLISHED BY THE CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTIONS ON THE 
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEARS 2008 
THRU 2012 

The Speaker pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
SPRATT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, under sec-
tion 301, 304(a), and 320(a) and (c) of S. Con. 
Res. 21, the Concurrent Resolution on the 
Budget for fiscal year 2008, I hereby submit 
for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a 
revision to the budget allocations and aggre-
gates for certain House committees for fiscal 
year 2008 and the period of 2008 through 
2012. This revision represents an adjustment 
to certain House committee budget allocations 
and aggregates for the purposes of sections 
302 and 311 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974, as amended, and in response to con-
sideration of S. 2499 (Medicare, Medicaid and 
SCHIP Extension Act of 2007). Corresponding 
tables are attached. 

Under section 211 of S. Con. Res. 21, this 
adjustment to the budget allocations and ag-
gregates applies while the measure is under 
consideration. The adjustments will take effect 
upon enactment of the measure. For purposes 
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as 
amended, a revised allocation made under 
section 211 of S. Con. Res. 21 is to be con-
sidered as an allocation included in the resolu-
tion. 

DIRECT SPENDING LEGISLATION—AUTHORIZING COMMITTEE 302(a) ALLOCATIONS FOR RESOLUTION CHANGES 
[Fiscal years, in millions of dollars] 

House Committee 
2007 2008 2008–2012 Total 

BA Outlays BA Outlays BA Outlays 

Current allocation: 
Education and Labor .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. ¥4,877 ¥4,886 ¥313 ¥983 5,017 4,157 
Energy and Commerce ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ¥1 ¥1 366 362 ¥59 ¥63 
Ways and Means .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 0 532 532 37 37 

Change in Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP Extension Act (S. 2499): 
Education and Labor .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 0 0 25 6 25 18 
Energy and Commerce ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 0 1,142 1,141 1,755 1,753 
Ways and Means .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 0 2,298 3,497 ¥1,851 ¥1,851 

Total .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 0 0 3,465 4,644 ¥71 ¥80 
Revised allocation: 

Education and Labor .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. ¥4,877 ¥4,886 ¥288 ¥977 5,042 4,175 
Energy and Commerce ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ¥1 ¥1 1,508 1,503 1,696 1,690 
Ways and Means .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 0 2,830 4,029 ¥1,814 ¥1,814 
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